
Notes from your DCMC     Friday, April 20, 2018 

At this moment in time, your Suffolk officers and committee chairs are just about two-thirds of the way 
through our two-year rotation, concurrent with our Area.  The SENY Pre-Conference Assembly, which you 
hosted almost two weeks ago, is in the books.  The annual AA General Service Conference starts 
tomorrow.  What does all this mean to you, the members of Suffolk County General Service? 

 Regarding the General Service Conference: the response to John W’s Delegate’s Questionnaire 
was much better than last year across the Area, so he will go to the GSC as well-informed as 
possible about your Groups’ thoughts and opinions.  The most important thing all of us can do at 
this point is pray for / meditate on patience, discernment and wisdom, as the Conference tackles 
not only the regular business of AA, but the question of what, if anything, to do regarding the 
Board of Trustees re the printer’s manuscript lawsuit. 
Regarding the latter, the rights and duties of the GSC are spelled out in your AAWS Service 
Manual, both in Section 4 of the Current Conference Charter (page S104) and in the Bylaws of the 
General Service Board (pp S117, bottom to S118, middle).  Again, I ask all of you to keep John, the 
other delegates, and the rest of the Conference in your thoughts and prayers, so that whatever is 
decided is in the best interests of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

 Regarding the just-completed Assembly: for the second time in less than two years, I was blown 
away by the efforts of the volunteers who organized, staffed, and executed an extraordinary 
success for SENY.  To Chris D, Jim H, and the many who served in various capacities, I offer my 
thanks and gratitude for a collective job well done.  I am still getting comments about the food, 
the venue, and everything that you provided.  In my opinion, nobody does it like Suffolk! 

 Finally, regarding the current rotation: our County elections are a mere six months away, and will 
be held on Friday, October 19th.  When I stood for Alternate DCMC, almost 2-1/2 years ago, no 
one else stood with me (in a room of about 75 people).  I was told afterwards that, at our level of 
service, we do not “run against” each other, but rather we “stand with” each other.  Why is this so 
important, even critical?  It’s because you, the Body, should have a choice of who will best serve 
your Groups (through you, the GSR).  A choice of 1 is not a choice at all. 
Those of us who stand in AA don’t do it to get rich (none of us get paid), or because it’s an ego 
boost (although our humility is strengthened), or because we love the raw power (there ain’t any).  
We do it because we love service, we want to stay sober, and we see the importance of keeping 
AA intact for those who need it down the line.  Like our Program, AA doesn’t survive on our 
structure; it survives because normal people who believe in it stand and offer their service. 
Start thinking now about how you want to serve AA in 2019-20.  John W says that “Service is 
Gratitude in Action”.  Dare to stand this fall.  And remember: if others hadn’t stood before you, 
Alcoholics Anonymous might not be here – and maybe you wouldn’t be here, either. 

In Love and Service, 

Tom Bracken, DCMC (District Committee Member Chair) 
(631) 260-0693 
dcmc@aasuffolkgs-ny.org 
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