
Web Chair Report – October 18, 2019 

Website Updates 

- Attended the annual AA Technology Workshop in Bowling Green Kentucky.  I’ve 

prepared a full conference report that is available on our website and as a separate 

printout tonight.  A conference summary is on the back of this report. 

- Attended the October meeting for the 2020 Unity Breakfast.  Completed configuration of 

e-ticket sales in our development environment, and presented it to the committee. 

Online 7th Tradition Contributions 

- $300 in 7th Tradition contributions were made during the past month. 

- Reminder that individuals and groups can make 7th Tradition contributions directly on our 

secured website using either a credit card, Pay Pal, or bank account. 

Email Communications 

- Suffolk’s email list is not directly linked with the Area 49 database for automated 

updates, but we do have access to the Area database and now have the ability to import 

new members who provide an email address when they register. There are currently 263 

members subscribed to the SGS email list.  

- Join the Suffolk County General Service mailing list tonight by visiting 

https://aasuffolkgs-ny.org/subscribe/ and entering your email address (required).  You 

will receive an email to confirm your subscription to the list, and as a further security 

measure you will be asked to confirm your humanity by checking a box.  Members can 

unsubscribe from the list by either clicking the appropriate “unsubscribe from this list” link 

at the bottom of any email received from Suffolk GS, or by visiting https://aasuffolkgs-

ny.org/unsubscribe/.  

 

https://aasuffolkgs-ny.org/subscribe/
https://aasuffolkgs-ny.org/unsubscribe/
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2019 National AA Technology Workshop (NAATW) - Bowling Green, KY Sep 20th – 22nd  

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to attend the NAATW this year.  The theme of the 

workshop was connection:  sharing how we can and do use technology in fulfilling our primary purpose.  

I attended a series of sessions throughout each day, and have prepared a full report detailing the 

highlights of each one.  It was an awesome, humbling and informative weekend!   Below are a few non-

technical “takeaway’s” from the workshop that I thought I would share: 

- The technologies we have implemented in Suffolk are consistent with those utilized in other 

areas:  our website is based WordPress (the de facto open source standard), we use business 

class list management software for mass email communication, and we accept digital 7th Tradition 

contributions on our website. 

- AA as a whole has been historically resistant to change, but realizes the need to embrace 

technology to connect with each other and with newcomers (see Communications Audit).  To that 

end, AA acquired the Meeting Guide app and is using the “News” section to communicate with 

members.  Other projects include website redesign, improving / expanding the YouTube channel, 

and consideration of a Linked In page.  GSO wants feedback from members.   

- How do we in AA use technology to facilitate connection?  Online meeting for people with 

accessibility issues (see http://aa-intergroup.org/directory.php), chat technology for 12th step 

work, video streaming/conference calling (Skype) to expand participation at events, social media 

(Facebook, Twitter) to expand our reach to members and newcomers.  

- No conclusions were reached on anonymity and social media/internet!  The ubiquity of internet 

enabled mobile devices has brought about cultural change.  It’s important that meet people where 

they are, and we can connect with younger members in AA using social media.  

- Importance of digitizing / archiving / organizing what we do as trusted servants for the next 

rotation.  Using Suffolk GS email, minutes, flyers, committee reports and processes, etc. 

- Personally, I gained awareness of how other areas employ tech, joined TIAA forum and 

established connections, and picked up ideas on how to further automate updating our email list. 

Financial Summary –receipts provided to the Treasurer 

Total Expenses $1,039.41 

Financial support received from SGS $1,000.00 

Overage in spending $39.41 

http://aa-intergroup.org/directory.php

