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The pandemic and supply chain shortages have resulted in delays in printing out the Big Book and 

Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions. To make matters more challenging for AA World services, the 

worldwide availability of materials needed for the jacketed hardcover covers and jackets has been 

greatly disrupted. This has resulted in ongoing backorders, which we all are finding unsustainable, going 

forward. 

In an attempt to resolve these supply chain shortages AA World Services has come up with a new 

jacketless format for the hardcover Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous (Item B-1) and a new jacketless 

format for the hardcover Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions (Item B-2) These new formats will become 

available for ordering in late November 2022. This jacketless format will replace the jacketed version for 

the foreseeable future. The new format is the result of our ongoing efforts to extend the hand of A.A. 

more effectively to our members and the still-suffering alcoholic via our literature — specifically our 

beloved basic text, the Big Book, 

A historical note from the G.S.O. Archives This is not the first instance that printing supplies have 

necessitated adapting the format of the Big Book. During World War II, to conform with directives from 

the U.S. government to all publishers to decrease paper consumption in their publications, the Big 

Book’s trim size was reduced in 1945. Samples of this “wartime Big Book” edition are on display at the 

G.S.O. Archives in New York City. 
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It's great to know that AA World Services continues to carry the message …No Matter What disruptions 

occur AA continues to show great resilience in the face of obstacles posed by world events! 

For questions, comments, and sharing on this topic concerning the Big Book and Twelve Steps and 

Twelve Traditions supply chain interruptions, please email AA World Services at publishingnews@aa.org. 

The solicitation for stories for the: 

Fifth Edition of the Book Alcoholics Anonymous ―Big Book Deadline for submissions: October 31, 2022 

Online submission: aa.org/submit-bigbook-english-5th.  

Fourth Edition of the Big Book Alcohólicos Anónimos Deadline for submissions: December 15, 2022 

4LGHistorias@aa.org  

The 72nd General Service Conference Proposed Agenda Items for the 72nd General Service Conference 

considered by the trustees General Service Conference committee on literature: 

to follow up with the Publishing department with suggestions regarding the usefulness and purpose of 

the recovery literature matrix and looks forward to reviewing the matrix at their meeting during the 

2023 General Service Conference.  

• The committee reviewed a draft pamphlet based on A.A.’s Three Legacies and offered additional 

suggestions for the trustees’ Literature Committee to consider. The committee requested that a draft 

pamphlet or progress report be brought back to the 2023 Conference Committee on Literature.  
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• The committee reviewed a progress report on the update of the pamphlet “Too Young?” The 

committee requested that a progress report or draft pamphlet be brought back to the 2023 Conference 

Committee on Literature.  

• The committee reviewed a progress report on the update of the pamphlet “A.A. for the Black and 

African-American Alcoholic.” The committee requested that a progress report or draft pamphlet be 

brought back to the 2023 Conference Committee on Literature.  

• The committee reviewed a progress report on the update of the pamphlet “A.A. for the Native North 

American.” The committee requested that a progress report or draft pamphlet be brought back to the 

2023 Conference Committee on Literature.  

• The committee reviewed a progress report regarding development of a Fourth Edition of the book 

Alcohólicos Anónimos. The committee requested that a progress report or draft manuscript be brought 

back to the 2023 Conference Committee on Literature.  

• The committee reviewed a progress report regarding the translation of the book Alcoholics 

Anonymous (Fourth Edition) into plain and simple language. The committee requested that a progress 

report or draft manuscript be brought back to the 2023 Conference Committee on Literature.  

• The committee reviewed a progress report regarding strategy to make current literature accessible in 

all possible formats. The committee encourages the trustees’ Literature Committee to continue in their 

efforts to make literature accessible in all formats and provided several suggestions for more e-

literature and other accessible digital platforms, such as Liquid Mode PDF for mobile screens.  
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• The committee reviewed the Subcommittee Report on Tools to Access the Big Book (TABB) and several 

requests for development of study guides from the Fellowship. The committee also reviewed the 

minutes of the discussions on this item by the trustees’ Literature Committee. The committee noted 

that additional information would be needed in order to provide direction on these requests. The 

committee requested that the trustees’ Literature Committee provide further information regarding the 

purpose of the proposals and examples of what Big Book or Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions study 

guides would look like.  

• The committee reviewed a draft of the Literature Committee workbook and noted that the 

development of the workbook is moving in the right direction. The committee provided several 

suggestions regarding the length and content of the workbook and requested that a revised draft be 

brought back to the 2023 Conference Committee on Literature for review. • The committee discussed 

the changes to the text of the book Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions resulting from advisory actions 

of the 71st General Service Conference and took no action. The committee noted that there does not 

appear to be a consensus on the changes among A.A. members at the local level. • The committee 

reviewed a progress report regarding development of a Fifth Edition of the book Alcoholics Anonymous. 

The committee requested that a progress report or draft manuscript be brought back to the 2023 

Conference Committee on Literature. 

 

 


